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The Governor of California
President pro Tempore of the Senate
Speaker of the Assembly

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor and Legislative Leaders:

As requested by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee, the Bureau of State Audits presents its
audit report concerning planning, oversight, and administrative activities of the Department
of Fish and Game’s (Fish and Game) Office of Spill Prevention and Response (spill office),
and the coordinated response of the spill office, the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
(Emergency Services), and private entities to the November 7, 2007, Cosco Busan oil spill in the
San Francisco Bay.

This report concludes that the spill office has met many of its key responsibilities related to
the oversight of contingency planning and oil spill response organizations, although it needs
to update the state contingency plan as required by law and improve its efforts to involve local
governments in the contingency planning process. Additionally, we found that the spill office,
Emergency Services, and private entities fulfilled their fundamental responsibilities under
contingency plans in response to the Cosco Busan oil spill. However, response efforts pointed
out weaknesses in the spill office’s coordination with local governments, its communications
with the public, and its immediate response procedures. These failings caused intense media
scrutiny and may have reduced the efficiency of the overall response effort. We also found that
the reserves of the Oil Spill Prevention and Administration Fund (fund) totaled $17.6 million
as of June 30, 2007, but are projected to drop by half over the next two years, and that Fish
and Game needs to better assure that only allowed oil spill prevention activities are charged to
the fund.

Respectfully submitted,

ELAINE M. HOWLE
State Auditor





